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Welcome from the CEO of The Apollo Partnership Trust
We are very proud that our Multi Academy Trust offers post-16 opportunities to our young people.
Our Sixth Form, although based at The Castle Rock School, is very much a shared sixth form for both of our secondary schools, The Castle Rock School and The Newbridge
School. We also welcome students into our post-16 provision from other schools.
As students enter this final stage of secondary education, it is vital that considered choices are made to enable progression to university, college, training and the world of
work.

The range of subjects and qualifications that we offer aim to allow students to choose subjects and levels that will suit their need.
We look forward to welcoming you to the Apollo Sixth Form

Julia Patrick
CEO Apollo Partnership Trust
Executive Secondary Headteacher, The Castle Rock School and The Newbridge School
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Welcome from the Head of The Castle Rock School
It is my great pleasure to welcome you to The Apollo Sixth Form.
Level three study, whether that be Advanced Levels (A Levels), vocational qualifications or a combination of both, are life
changing. They are a passport to future choices that unlock routes to higher education or advanced apprenticeships. These
qualifications are not only valued by British employers but are looked upon internationally as gold-standard qualifications.
Your combination of level three courses needs to be considered carefully. Please ensure you ask for specialist advice from the
Sixth Form team if at all unsure. Whatever combination you choose, each individual subject we offer will be fascinating,
challenging and help you become a deeper, broader and more critical thinker.
Life as a Sixth Form student also develops independent study skills, crucial employability skills, a sense of identity and the
friendships you make will most likely last a lifetime.
Living in the twenty first century means that you are facing a fast-paced and ever-changing world. It is therefore more important
than ever that you choose your ‘programme of study’ carefully so to prepare for the path ahead.
You can be absolutely sure that we will welcome you, support you and give you the best possible chances to navigate the road
ahead.

Duncan Baldwin
Head of The Castle Rock School
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Welcome from the Head of Sixth Form
Welcome to our vibrant and successful Sixth Form. We are delighted that you are considering joining us. Whilst The Apollo Sixth Form is located on The
Castle Rock School campus, the Sixth Form community comprises students from The Castle Rock School, The Newbridge School and other providers within
the local area. We pride ourselves on our inclusive provision as well as our nurturing environment for all students to succeed.
At the Apollo Sixth Form, we offer a broad and balanced curriculum covering an impressive range of academic and vocational subjects. We are very
proud of our results in all areas. In 2021, students maintained an impressive record of achievement across the curriculum, from art through to English
literature, psychology, performing arts and media studies. Students of all abilities receive unrivalled support from our dedicated and highly qualified team
of specialist teachers.
Students at Apollo benefit from a dedicated Sixth Form Study Centre and pastoral mentor. The centre is equipped with the latest ICT and access to
support throughout the school day. Every student is offered an individual programme of support, complete with a personal tutor in addition to the Sixth
Form support team. We make every effort to ensure that students are stretched academically and strive for excellence within the security of our
exceptionally supportive pastoral system. Students are guided to make well-informed decisions about their future goals, aspirations and careers. This year,
we have seen a record number of students apply for university and degree level apprenticeships through. Our students apply for a wide variety of career
pathways including medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, psychology and law to name but a few. This year our students have applied to universities such
as Cambridge, Durham, York, Exeter and Lancaster.
As well as academic success, students are encouraged to participate in a wide range of extra-curricular activities, not only for personal development but
also to contribute to the wider school community. Sixth Form students are given opportunities to become positive role models and mentors to younger
students. We have also established very close links with several local universities, including Leicester University (where our students participate in the
Realising Opportunities programme) and De Montfort University. Students have also been successful on The Sutton Trust Summer Schools initiative and a
number of students are undertaking The Pathways To Law programme. After their time with us, our students progress to top ranking universities. Last year,
100% of students who applied successfully secured places on their preferred university degree courses. We also had students applying for advanced level
apprenticeships or entering employment.
Inevitably, this prospectus can only give you a glimpse of life in our Sixth Form. We would encourage you to visit us on our open evening or contact us for
bespoke tours around the campus. We look forward to welcoming you and supporting you in the next phase of your education.

Mrs E Parker
Head of Sixth Form
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Level 3 - advanced study options
Basic entry requirements: minimum of 5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or above (including either English language / literature and maths) or minimum of 4 GCSE’s at
grade 4 or above and one level 2 BTEC at merit or distinction. However individual subjects may have further requirements which you can see in the following
subject pages
The Sixth Form curriculum has been expanded to offer maximum flexibility at level 3, for students intending to progress to higher education, advanced
apprenticeships or employment. A diverse range of A level subjects are offered, together with a comprehensive suite of vocational qualifications (including
the Level 3 BTEC qualification. The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is also available to supplement the curriculum, as is core maths (equivalent to an AS
level) for students who do not wish to study A level maths, but wish to develop their mathematical skills beyond GCSE. Students who do not achieve a
minimum of grade 4 in maths or English language or literature are required to undertake resits in the Sixth Form. Inevitably, having to incorporate GCSE
English or maths into the timetable may impose restrictions on the range of level 3 options available to a student.
The programme of study followed by a student will depend on their career aspirations and GCSE grade profile.

Sixth Form programmes to enrich, extend
and develop crucial employability skills...
As a core component of Sixth Form programmes of study, students are required to take part in: “meaningful non-qualification activity alongside work
experience placements. This may include other planned and organised enrichment activities to build character, tutorials, work to develop study skills,
leadership, team-work or self-management skills and activities such as the National Citizenship Service, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award or volunteering” - DfE
We offer a wide range of activities and courses to build resilience in our students. Students are obliged to commit to at least one enrichment activity, as this is
an essential component of their programme of study.

The core tutorial programme (PSHE)
Every student is allocated a tutor group with a personal tutor. The tutor delivers a PSHE (personal, social, health and economic) programme that covers a
range of issues from relationships, to extremism to careers advice and preparation for the next stage whether that be the UCAS or advanced apprenticeship
application process. The tutor monitors individual student progress by conducting regular target setting interviews that identify student strengths and areas in
which they need to improve.

6

Expectations
In the Sixth Form, you will have greater independence. However, with this independence, comes the responsibility to be a positive role model to younger
students, and to work hard.


Post 16 education in The Apollo Sixth Form, is a full time commitment and we expect you to attend all your timetabled lessons, including enrichment.
National statistics demonstrate that there is a clear link between levels of attendance and achievement, which is why we give Sixth Form attendance
and punctuality high priority. Students are tracked and monitored carefully and intervention is put into place to support students.



Full attendance and punctuality is also expected at registration, assemblies and one to one target setting and mentoring sessions with tutors. This is
where very important information on events and activities ranging from UCAS to voluntary work is disseminated. They are not optional.



If students are absent for any reason, we still expect parents to notify the college and explain via a telephone call, letter or email. Students are
expected to catch up on the work missed.



Students are allocated study periods. These sessions are to help students manage their time effectively. Students may study in allocated areas.



Homework is not optional in the Sixth Form. The expectation is that students undertake a minimum of 4 hours private study a week per level 3 subject.
This is an essential requirement if students are to realise their potential.



All deadlines set by teachers are to be met. If a student is unable to meet an expected deadline, this must be negotiated with the teacher in
advance.



Where students have paid jobs, we recommend that part time work takes up no more than 12 hours per week. There are many obvious benefits to part
time work but it should not be a priority!



All Sixth Form students sign a written learners’ agreement whereby they accept the conditions and responsibilities of being in the Sixth Form.
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The school has secured the GCSEPOD platform to support students in year 10 and 11. This will be launched to students shortly and it will be a very useful tool
for their revision.
For students applying to our sixth form it will be particularly useful as the platform includes help for students moving from GCSE to A level in different subjects.
You can see the page for Mathematics (below) as an example.
Students will also have induction days after their examination to help them with the transition from key stage 4 to key stage 5.
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Course Content and Assessment

Type of Qualification
BTEC level 3 national extended certificate (1 A level equivalent)

Entry Requirements

Units

General entry requirements for level 3 study, and at least grade 4-4 in GCSE
Combined Science.

 Practical scientific procedures and techniques.
 Principles and applications of science.
 Science investigation skills.
 Physiology of human body system .

Course Content and Assessment

Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment

Applied science provides a vocationally-focused approach that enables
students to acquire an understanding and appreciation of the scientific
knowledge and skills that scientists need to be effective in a variety of
vocational contexts. A significant aspect of the course is in the further
development of research skills, practical techniques and following standard
procedures that are also used by various scientific organisations.

Level 3 certificates and diplomas in applied science will prepare you for a range
of vocational courses in further or higher education such as forensics, nutritional
science, environmental management, nursing or sports science.
Extra Curricular Opportunities
Opportunities to work with De Montfort university; membership of the Sixth Form
Science Society; opportunity to apply for Nuffield bursaries; Engineering
Education Scheme.
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Applied Science

How your work is assessed
Assessment of the applied science course is by internally assessed portfolio
work and by external exams.
Students will study 4 units.

Type of Qualification
A Level Biology

Course Content and Assessment
How your work is assessed

Entry Requirements

Course Content and Assessment
Year 1



Module 1 – Development of practical skills in biology.



Module 2 – Foundations in biology.



Module 3 – Exchange and transport.



Module 4 – Biodiversity, evolution and disease.

Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment
Degrees in medicine, veterinary science, dentistry, nursing, midwifery,
physiotherapy, sports science, forensic science, beauty therapy, ecology.

Other professions such as law, journalism, accountancy.

Extra Curricular Opportunities



working with professional scientists in a field of your choice. Selection is
based on a personal statement from you and reference from your
teacher.

Year 2



Module 5 – Communications, homeostasis and energy.



Module 6 – Genetics, evolution and ecosystems.

Nuffield Bursaries. These are an opportunity to gain 4 weeks of experience
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Visits to universities as appropriate during the course.

Biology

General entry requirements for level 3 study, and grade 6-6 in GCSE Combined
Science (or grade 6 in GCSE Biology) and grade 5 in GCSE English Language/
Literature.

The A - Level course is assessed by 3 external exams at the end of year 2. These
will cover the content from both year 1 and year 2. There is also a non-exam
assessment. This consists of demonstrating practical competence in 12 activities
that will be undertaken throughout the course. Students will receive a pass or fail
for this component of the course.

Type of Qualification
A Level Business Studies

Entry Requirements
Course Content and Assessment
How Your Work is Assessed

Course Content and Assessment
Business is front-page news. The way companies operate is under greater
scrutiny than ever before and TV programmes like The Apprentice and Dragon’s
Den have raised the profile of business to a new generation.
The AQA specification brings the subject up-to-date, enabling students to
engage with, explore and understand business behaviour and develop a
critical understanding of what business is and does.
In year 1 the following topics are covered:
1. What is business?
2. Managers, leadership and decision making.
3. Decision making to improve marketing performance.
4. Decision making to improve operational performance.
5. Decision making to improve financial performance.
6. Decision making to improve human resource performance.

Year 1: Assessment is by two one-and-a-half hour written exams at the end of
the course.
Year 2: Assessed by three two-hour written exams at the end of the course.

Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment
Many students go on to study business at university, specialising in a number of
areas including business and marketing and business and organisational
management.

The qualification will also give students a clear understanding of many concepts
in the world of business and so prepare for employment in a variety of business
areas including retail, administration, banking and human resources.

In year 2 the following additional topics are covered:
1. Analysing the strategic position of a business.
2. Choosing strategic direction.
3. Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies.
4. Managing strategic change.
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Business Studies

General entry requirements for level 3 study, and the following: GCSE English
Language/Literature at grade 5.

Type of Qualification
A Level Chemistry

Entry Requirements

Course Content and Assessment
At A Level, chemistry is split into the fields of organic chemistry,
inorganic chemistry, and physical chemistry.



Organic chemistry is concerned with the molecules of life,

and centres on the chemistry of the element carbon. Organic
chemistry involves the synthesis of new molecules including drugs,
fragrances and plastics.



Inorganic chemistry explores trends and patterns in the physical and
chemical properties of elements and compounds. Whilst organic
chemistry focuses on carbon, inorganic chemistry deals with all the other
elements of the periodic table. This rich branch of chemistry considers
topics as diverse as transition metal catalysts and periodicity.



Physical chemistry studies the fundamental principles governing the way
that atoms, molecules, and other chemical systems behave. Physical
chemistry includes topics such as kinetics, thermodynamics and
spectroscopy.

Course Content and Assessment
How your work is assessed

The A level course is assessed via written papers which are taken in the summer.
Although there is no coursework element which contributes to the final grade,
practical skills are recognised in a separate “practical skills endorsement”;
students are expected to demonstrate competence in a range of practical
tasks in order to achieve the endorsement.

Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment
The majority of students who are successful at A Level chemistry go on to higher
education. Chemistry is essential not only for chemistry based degrees, such as
chemistry and biochemistry, but also for medicine, veterinary science, dentistry
and forensic science. A level chemistry is a prestigious qualification which is
highly regarded by universities and employers for the wide range of transferable
skills it develops.

Extra Curricular Opportunities
We have links with local universities and offer visits, taster days and lectures.
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Chemistry

General entry requirements for level 3 study, and the following:
grade 6-6 in GCSE Combined Science (or grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry);
grade 6 in GCSE Maths; and grade 5 in GCSE English Language/
Literature.

Type of Qualification
A Level English Literature

Entry Requirements

Course Content and Assessment
Students will also complete an independent study of two texts (one novel, one
poetry), in which they will formulate a question to investigate the texts from a
critical perspective. This forms the Non Exam Assessment (NEA), which is worth
20% of the course.

Course Content and Assessment
Join us on a journey through literature and explore the power it has to move us!
Year 1:
Since the Ancient Greeks, tragedy has been used to educate and influence an
audience. Shakespeare adapted the classical tragedy to shock and entertain
his audiences; Thomas Hardy and Arthur Miller developed this further into the
modern tragedy. In this first year of study, students will have the opportunity to
study the following through the tragic lens:





William Shakespeare’s Othello
Thomas Hardy’s Tess of the d’Urbervilles
Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman

Year 2:
Since the first word was printed, language has been used to manipulate and
subjugate; it has also been used to educate and encourage dissent. Words
have the power to affect real change and this year students will see how when
they study a range of Political and Social Protest Writing. Students will study:



Unseen social and political writing in order to develop their analytical
and interpretative skills





Blake’s Songs of Innocence and Experience



AQA Critical Anthology (a selection of readings based on different
literary viewpoints including eco-critical, feminism and Marxism)



A minimum of two texts of their own choice (one poetry, one prose)

There is an increased focus on independence this year with students completing
two essays on texts which they will select themselves. This gives students the
fantastic opportunity to explore their own interests and has been a very popular
unit in previous specifications. The only limit is the word count!
How your work is assessed:
Year 2: 80% examination, 20% non-exam assessment
Why study English literature?
English Literature is a fantastic option choice for A level as it provides students
with a firm foundation for the essay writing and research skills that are usually
required at university. Previous students of A level English literature have gone on
to study not only English at degree level, but other courses such as speech and
language therapy, chemistry and veterinary science. The qualification has
broad appeal for universities.
The study of English literature develops students’ academic skills and also allows
them to flourish on a personal level. The emotive and engaging nature of the
texts that are studied at A level prompts reflection and an understanding of the
wider world across different times and places.
Extra Curricular Opportunities
We are hoping to run trips to the theatre, as we have in the past, to The National
Theatre and The Globe, London and also the Royal Shakespeare Company
Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon . We are also hoping to offer a visit to the
Cheltenham Literature Festival.

Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House
Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner
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English Literature

General entry requirements for level 3 study, and a minimum of grade 5 in
English Language or Literature.

Type of Qualification

Course Content and Assessment

A Level Fine Art

Entry Requirements
Grade 5 or above in English.
Grade 5 or above in a creative subject is an advantage.

Course Content and Assessment

How your work is assessed:
Component 1: Personal investigation




96 marks
60% of A Level

Component 2: Externally set assignment





Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time
96 marks

Studying A Level Fine Art can be a stepping stone into a broad range of
Creative Art and Design related degrees and a successful career within the
Creative Industries. Beyond A level there are two possible routes you could take;
Art & Design Foundation Studies or direct entry to a degree of your choice.

What is a Foundation Course?
This is a one year pre degree course to prepare students who are intending to
apply to study a specialism of Art & Design at university. Generally the Art &
Design Foundation course is studied at the local university in your area. This is a
good way of exploring a variety of Art specialisms, helping students to make an
informed decision of which Art specialism to apply for at degree level.
Which Degree Course?
There are thousands of Art/Design degrees you could study, ranging from: Fine
Art, Graphic Design, Photography, Fashion & Textiles, Digital Design,
Architecture, Art therapy, Interior Design, Landscape Design, TV film & Theatre
Design, Product Design, the list is endless. Applications are through UCAS.
Extra-Curricular Opportunities
The Art & Design faculty runs an extensive range of extracurricular activities,
from after school support sessions to one off workshops designed to support
learning and to enable students to achieve their potential.
In addition to this, students can also take part in excursions to see exhibitions,
visit museums and explore both urban and natural landscapes to inform their
creative work.
We also offer opportunities for Art students to work in their free study time in the
Art and Design Faculty sixth form studio, where they can continue with their Art
practice. Students can also use their Artistic knowledge to help coach younger
Artists in school.

40% of A Level
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Fine Art

The aim of the course is to build on students’ practical skills using a broad range
of themes, media, materials and techniques to do so. Students will explore their
own creative ideas via a range of stimulus, including the work of other artists’,
social issues, the world around them and much more.
Alongside practical investigations, students will also be expected to reflect on
their artistic practice, writing about their work and the work of others, refining
their analytical and critical thinking skills and discussing their work in regular
tutorials.
Practically students will learn an appreciation of different approaches to
recording images, such as observation, expression and imagination. Students
are encouraged to work independently and originally to develop their own
interests and ‘style’ through art.

Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment

Course Content and Assessment
Type of Qualification
A Level French.

Entry Requirements

Course Content and Assessment
This is a two year linear course. The course is divided into the 2 main topic areas
and a choice of works:



Social issues and trends



Political and artistic culture



Works (Literary texts and films)

The A-level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills
gained at GCSE. It constitutes an integrated study with a focus on language,
culture and society. It fosters a range of transferable skills including
communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are
valuable to the individual and society.

Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment
Students can progress to university with A Level French. The Russell Group
Universities which represent the top 24 research universities in the UK particularly
favour an A Level in a modern foreign language as it is a ‘facilitating’ subject.
Students typically progress onto teaching and translating, business services,
central government, financial services, marketing, journalism and media,
technology, travel and tourism and the voluntary and charitable sector.
Extra Curricular Opportunities
Students will have the opportunity to achieve fluency in French by exposure to a
wide range of reading, listening and video material and everyday
conversations in French with their class teachers.
Students can also take part in enrichment activities where they support
youngsters in Year 10 and 11 who are studying French. This will be especially
useful for those students who are thinking of teaching in either the Primary or
Secondary sector.
Students can attend or run lunchtime clubs or sessions on topics linked to
cultural aspects of French speaking countries that correspond to their personal
interests.
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French

General entry requirements for level 3 study and a minimum of grade 5 in GCSE
French.

How your work is assessed
As this is a linear course students will sit all their examinations at the end of year
2. The examinations include a 20 minute speaking conversation based on the 2
main topics outlined above and a presentation and discussion of an individual
research project. This accounts for 30% of the A level qualification. Listening,
Reading and Writing skills are assessed in a two hour and a half paper in June
and this paper accounts for 40% of the A level qualification. In addition there is
a two-hour writing paper on one text and one film or two texts from the list set in
the specification. This paper accounts for 30% of the A level qualification.

Type of Qualification
A Level Geography

Course Content and Assessment
Entry Requirements

Course Content and Assessment
Year 1 - Area of Study 1: Dynamic Landscapes




Tectonic Processes and Hazards
Landscape Systems, Processes and Change (coasts and

glaciers)
Area of Study 2: Dynamic Places




Globalisation
Shaping Places (Diverse Places or Regeneration)

Year 2 - Area of Study 3: Physical Systems and Sustainability





The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
Climate Change Futures

Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment
An A Level in geography opens doors! You will find that studying geography is
a brilliant step towards a wider range of HE courses and/or employment
opportunities.
Further education - geographers can go on to study higher level courses,
including Foundation degrees, undergraduate degrees and/or BTEC Higher
Nationals.
Employment - geographers can go into a wide range of jobs, including:
advertising, education, environmental management, finance, law, marketing,
retailing, sales, social/health services, meteorology, and hydrology. In recent
years a growing number of students from our 6th form have gone on to do
undergraduate degrees in geography.
Extra Curricular Opportunities
Fieldwork is a compulsory element of geography. As part of the course there is
a residential trip. We have been to Norfolk, Dorset, North Yorkshire and North
Wales in previous years.

Area of Study 4 - Human Systems and Geopolitics




30%
30%
20%
20%

Superpowers
Global Development
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Geography

General entry requirements for level 3 study, and the following: grade 5 in GCSE
English Language/Literature . Preferably a grade 5 in a humanities subject.

How your work is assessed
Paper 1 - Physical Geography 2 hour examination
Paper 2 - Human Geography
2 hour examination
Paper 3 - Synoptic Paper
1 hour 45 minutes
Coursework (NEA)- Independent Investigation

Course Content and Assessment

Type of Qualification
VTCT Level 2 Diploma in Ladies Hairdressing

Entry Requirements
Students do not need any prior experience of hairdressing to opt for this course.

Please note that this course requires students to purchase a professional
hairdressing kit and industry style tunic. Students will also need to draw upon
family and friends to act as ‘models’ for skills practice.

Course Content and Assessment
The mandatory units include:

Health, safety and hygiene

Advise and consult with clients

Set and dress hair

Blow-dry and style hair

Shampoo, condition & treat the hair / scalp

Colour and lighten hair

Style hair with electrical equipment

Cut ladies hair
Throughout this qualification, knowledge and understanding of relevant anatomy
and physiology is developed, combined with knowledge of all relevant testing
together with health, safety and legislation requirements necessary for a junior
hairdresser/hairstylist. Skills to consult with clients, provide a range of basic cutting,
colouring and lightening services will be gained. Alongside these are units skills in
setting, dressing, blow-drying and styling hair with electrical equipment are
developed. In parallel, you will develop communication and customer service skills,
awareness of environmental sustainability and commercial skills, all of which are
valued highly by employers. Problem solving and research skills will also be developed
You will be required to attend a weekly work placement within a hairdressing salon
to gain valuable, structured work experience. This practical based training is ideal
preparation for gaining employment in the hairdressing industry or for further
specialist study.

Progression to Further Education
This qualification will allow you to progress into employment or on to a Level 3
Technical Diploma qualification such as:
VTCT Level 3 Diploma in Hairdressing (Tech Level)
VTCT Level 3 Extended Diploma in Barbering (Tech Level)
VTCT Level 3 Extended Diploma in Hairdressing (Tech Level)
This is where you can enhance the skills and knowledge that you have gained at level
two to progress into senior job roles and wider career choices.
This qualification could also lead you to an apprenticeship in Hairdressing.
Opportunities
Learners who achieve this qualification are eligible to become a State Registered
Hairdresser (SRH) with The Hairdressing Council. As a junior hairdresser/hairstylist,
learners could progress directly into employment in a variety of contexts, which
include:

Commercial salons

Independent/self-employed/mobile/home-based settings

Armed services

HM prison service

Cruise liners

Hospitals/care homes
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Hairdressing

Course Requirements

How your work is assessed
To be awarded this qualification, you must successfully achieve the following
assessments:

Externally set and internally marked graded practical assessments (50% of
qualification grade)

Externally set and marked examinations (30% of qualification grade)

Externally set and internally marked graded synoptic assessment (20% of
qualification grade)

Course Content and Assessment

Type of Qualification

Entry Requirements
General entry requirements for level 3 study. It is not compulsory to have studied
L2 BTEC Health & Social Care.

Students are encouraged to carry out work experience in the H&SC sector
where possible. Knowledge and understanding developed in Units 1 and 2 will
support students in their completion of internally assessed coursework units.

Course Content and Assessment

How your work is assessed
A combination of assessment styles is used, giving students confidence that
they can apply their knowledge in a health and social care setting. Students
will carry out research and projects linked to the theory content of units. They
will also be required to demonstrate their skills in real-life scenarios provided by
the exam board; these tasks will be set and marked by Pearson. Finally,
essential knowledge will be assessed under exam conditions, via written
papers.

This course enables students to build up a bank of mandatory and optional
units according to their interest and career aspirations. Units are assessed
both externally and internally.





Human lifespan development (external exam in Year 12 )
Working in health and social care (external exam in Year 13)
Meeting individual care and support needs (internally assessed
coursework unit in Year 12)



Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment

Psychological perspectives (internally assessed coursework unit in Year
13)

This qualification in Health and Social Care leads directly into BSc honours
degrees in nursing, social work, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech
therapy and health and social care. Students are able to gain entry into
careers including radiotherapy, midwifery and nursing, paramedic science,
podiatry, healthcare science and the NHS practitioner training programme.

Human lifespan development: this unit focuses on human growth and
development across 6 life stages (from birth to later adulthood). Students are
expected to develop knowledge and understanding of factors which affect
development, as well as a comprehensive understanding of a range of
theories relating to human development (for example in the filed of child
development).
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Health & Social Care

Working in health and social care: this unit require students to study the
importance of the health and social care sector in modern society; students will
research a range of job roles and responsibilities in the H&SC sector, along with
legislation and policies which supports safer working practices. This unit is
particularly important for those students who want to progress to a career in
H&SC.

BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care, equivalent to
1 A-level

Type of Qualification

Course Content and Assessment

A Level History

Entry Requirements

The Historical Investigation contributes towards meeting the aims and objectives
of the A-level specification. In particular it encourages students to:

 ask relevant and significant questions about the past and undertake
research.

General entry requirements for level 3 study, and the following: GCSE English
Language / Literature at grade 5, Preferably a grade 5 in a humanities subject.

Unit 1: The British Empire 1857-1967 (two year course)
This option allows students to study in breadth issues of change, continuity,
cause and consequence in this period through the following key questions:





Why did the British Empire grow and contract?
What influenced imperial policy?
What part did economic factors play in the development of the British
Empire?





How did the Empire influence British attitudes and culture?
How did the indigenous people respond to British rule?
How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were

they affected by developments?
Unit 2: Revolution and Dictatorship: Russia, 1917–1953 (two year course)
This option provides for the study in depth of the coming and practice of
communism in Russia. It explores concepts such as Marxism, communism,
Leninism, and Stalinism, ideological control and dictatorship. It also enables
students to consider issues of political authority, the power of individuals and the
inter-relationship of governmental and economic and social change.
Unit 3: Historical Investigation (non-exam assessment) (A Level only)
Through undertaking the historical Investigation, students will develop an
enhanced understanding of the nature and purpose of history as a discipline
and how historians work.

piece of sustained writing.
How your work is assessed




Mock exams in Year 1 and Year 2
Formally assessed at the end of Year 2 with external A Level examinations
(2 x 2 1/2 hour papers)



Completion of a NEA in Year 2 worth 20% of the total grade

Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment
History A level is highly regarded by university admissions tutors and employers
alike.
Employment — Historians can go into a wide range of jobs, including:
advertising, education, business, law, media, accountancy as well as more
subject specific careers such as archaeology and museum work.
Higher Education – History has proven a popular choice at university amongst
our A level students. Students have progressed onto Russell Group universities to
study History including Oxford and Aberystwyth amongst others.
Extra Curricular Opportunities
Students have the opportunity to visit Leicester University to improve their
research skills and possibly the opportunity to travel abroad, to enhance their
studies.
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History

Course Content and Assessment

 develop as independent learners and critical and reflective thinkers.
 acquire an understanding of the nature of historical study.
 organise and communicate their knowledge and understanding in a

BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Information Technology, equivalent to 1 A
level.

Entry Requirements
General entry requirements for level 3 study. Not compulsory to have studied L2
BTEC IT.

Course Content and Assessment
BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Information Technology
There are thee compulsory units
Unit 1 : Information Technology Systems
Unit 2 : Creating Systems to manage Information
Unit 3 : Using Social Media in Business
There is one optional unit. At the moment students can choose from:

Unit 4: Data Modelling
Unit 5: Website Development

How your work is assessed
A combination of assessment styles is used, giving students confidence that they
can apply their knowledge in a IT sector. Students will carry out research,
projects and experiments linked to the theory content of units. They will also be
required to demonstrate their skills in real-life scenarios provided by the exam
board; these tasks will be set and marked by Pearson. Finally, essential
knowledge will be assessed under exam conditions, via written paper and
controlled assessment.
Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment
The Extended Certificate in IT leads plays a supporting role in a huge range of
industries and specialist career areas, including systems analysis, database
management, project management and information science. It is also a core
subject leading to the following degree-level programmes: HND in Business, BA
(Hons) in Computer Arts, BSc (Hons) in Fashion Buying Management, BSc (Hons)
in Software Development for Animation and BA (Hons) in Accounting and
Finance.
Potential careers available from studying this qualification: programmer,
software developer, web designer, web developer, database administrator,
database developer, database designer, project manager, systems analyst, IT
consultancy, desktop support. engineer, e-Learning coordinator, graphic
designer, internet developer, IT trainer.
Note: Not only are there many careers directly linked to a qualification in IT, it is
rare to find a career where competence in IT would not be an advantage.
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Information Technology

Type of Qualification

Course Content and Assessment

Type of Qualification
Entry Requirements
General entry requirements for level 3 study.

Course Content and Assessment
Compulsory content (Paper 1):



Analysis of data; collecting data and sampling methods, calculating
averages and make conclusions, constructing statistical diagrams and
make conclusions from these.



Maths for personal finance; calculations, percentages, interest rates,
repayments and the cost of credit, taxation, exchange rates, budgeting
and inflation.



Estimation; modelling, representing problems mathematically, and
making rough estimates.

Compulsory content (Paper 2):
Paper 2a: Critical analysis of given data and models; criticising arguments,
report writing, comparing results.
Optional Content (Paper 2)
Paper 2b: Critical path and risk analysis; cost benefit analysis, risk analysis and
expected profits/loss.

How your work is assessed
100% examination
What is Core Maths why is it important?
Core Maths is a brand new qualification that develops valuable maths skills. At
the end of the one-year course a level 3 qualification will be awarded
(equivalent to an AS). Core Maths is strongly supported by leading universities
and employers from a range of sectors are in favour as many roles require an
effective application of problem solving skills. Young people who study maths
‘post- GCSE’ improve their career choices and increase their earning potential.
Currently only 20% of students continue to study maths beyond GCSE. In Japan
this figure is 85%. This currently puts UK students at a disadvantage on the global
job market. The UK Government is keen to change this and by 2020 aims to
have the majority of young people in Britain continue with their study of maths
whilst in Post 16 education.
Why study Core Maths?
Core Maths has been designed to maintain and develop real-life maths skills.
There is less emphasis upon the abstract or theoretical and more upon the
application of maths in work, study and life. It is particularly recommended if
students are combining with A Levels such as science, psychology, geography,
history, business studies, design technology and sociology whereby a regular
application of problem solving and data analysis skills are required.
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Core Mathematics

Course Content and Assessment

AQA Certificate Level 3 Mathematical Studies (Core Maths)

Course Content and Assessment
 Overarching Themes: mathematical argument, language and proof;
mathematical problem solving; mathematical modelling.

 Core content: proof; algebra and functions; coordinate geometry in the (x,y)
plane; sequences and series; trigonometry; exponentials and logarithms;
differentiation; integration; vectors; statistical sampling; data presentation
testing; quantities and units in mechanics; kinematics; forces and Newton’s

Type of Qualification
A Level in Mathematics

Entry Requirements
General entry requirements for level 3 study, and at least a Grade 7 in GCSE
Mathematics. It is also a requirement that you will have studied GCSE Further
Mathematics.

laws.
 Numerical methods; moments.
How your work is assessed
100% examination
3 x 2 hour examinations
Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment
 For a degree in mathematics, statistics, physics, engineering or actuarial
science, you will almost certainly need a good mathematics A level and
possibly a further mathematics A Level.
 Mathematics is of considerable benefit if you are intending to study any of the
social science or humanities subjects; in all these subjects you will be
expected to analyse and interpret large data sets.
 If you are thinking of looking for a job straight after A levels, mathematics is a
great "core" subject - in fact, it is one of the most important subjects you can
take; this is because the ability to understand and manipulate numbers and
mathematical concepts is extremely useful for almost any job.

Extra Curricular Opportunities
 Academic Mentoring
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 UK Senior Mathematics Challenge

Mathematics

and interpretation; probability; statistical distributions; statistical hypothesis

Type of Qualification
A Level in Further Mathematics.

Entry Requirements
You must have achieved at least a Grade 8 in GCSE Mathematics, a 5 or above
in GCSE Further Mathematics and be intending to study A level Mathematics.

Course Content and Assessment
 Overarching Themes: mathematical argument, language and proof,
mathematical problem solving, mathematical modelling.

 Core content: complex numbers, further algebra and functions, further
calculus, further vectors, polar coordinates, hyperbolic functions.

 Optional content (students must study two of these options): mechanics or
statistics.

How your work is assessed
100% examination.
A Level: 4 x 1.5 hour examinations.

Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University),
Apprenticeship or Employment
 For a degree in mathematics, statistics, physics, engineering or actuarial

science, you will almost certainly need a good mathematics A level and
probably an A level in further maths.

 AS or A Level Further Mathematics is of considerable benefit if you are
intending to study either mathematics or theoretical physics at university.
 If you are thinking of looking for a job straight after A levels, it acts as a
discriminator, setting you apart from the vast majority of applicants and giving a
clear indication that you have acquired a high level of problem-solving ability.

Extra Curricular Opportunities
 Academic Mentoring
 UK Senior Mathematics Challenge

 Proof, matrices, differential equations, trigonometry, coordinate geometry.
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Further Mathematics

Course Content and Assessment

Course Content and Assessment

BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Creative Digital Media Production.

Entry Requirements
General entry requirements for level 3 study.
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Journalism
Audio production
Publishing
Broadcasting
Sound production
Film & TV production
Video game producer
Script writing
Animation
Advertising and marketing
Film and TV management

Media Production

Type of Qualification

Unit 1: Media Representations (written examination)
Students are required to complete an on-screen supervised exam which lasts for
two hours. The exam will consist on short and long answer questions. Learners will
have access to unseen media products and will be able to engage with
material independently using the onscreen platform.
Unit 4: Pre-Production Portfolio (coursework marked by the college and verified
by the exam board)
Students will understand the requirements of pre-production of a digital media
product and carry out pre-production for a digital media product . They will
produce pre-production portfolio for a creative media production and review
pre-production of a digital media product.
Unit 8: Responding to a Commission
Students are required to complete a two part task, where they are provided
with a commission for a media production, they will then conduct research
activities in order to be able to complete an assessment for the second part of
the task.
Plus one other optional unit chosen by the Head of Media.
Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment
This course in Media provides a good grounding to go on to further study in
courses such as;

Type of Qualification
OCR Cambridge Technical - Diploma in Performing Arts
(Music, Acting, Dance, Technical and Production) - 2 A Level Equivalent

General entry requirement. Not compulsory to have studied performing arts
subjects at GCSE.

Course Content and Assessment



Acting technique and choose three units such as Classical theatre
Performance or Script Writing.



Prepare to work in the Performing Arts sector



Music pathway – Everyone who takes the Music pathway will study
Create Music to Perform and then choose two to three units such as
Instrumental Music Technique or Produce Music Using Technology.



Proposal for a commissioning brief

Theatre Production pathway – Everyone who takes the Theatre
Production pathway will study Production and Stage Management
Process and then choose two to three units such as Stage Sound/Lighting
Design and Operation or Set Design and Realisation.

Influential performance practice

These units will give you an understanding of Performing Arts in wider contexts;
including the way the sector works, job roles and progression opportunities, how
to build strategies for sustaining a freelance career and how to plan and
develop projects.
You will study the work of Performing Arts practitioners and learn how to
demonstrate practical ideas for performance.
You will also develop transferable skills such as planning, communication and
adaptability.
In addition to the mandatory units, you will choose to study one of three
pathways depending on the further study or career path you wish to pursue.
Each pathway has a mandatory unit and then a choice of other optional units.

Dance pathway – Everyone who takes the Dance pathway will study

Dance technique and then choose two to three units such as Dance
Performance or Dance Choreography.

Everyone will study the following mandatory units:





Acting pathway – Everyone who takes the Acting pathway will study

Progression to Higher Education
This qualification is not just about being able to perform on stage, it has been
designed in collaboration with experts spanning the breadth of the sector and it
focuses on requirements that today’s universities, professional vocational
colleges and employers demand. Students can go on to work in theatre,
dance, media, production, radio, sales, teaching, social work, uniformed
services, marketing and events management.

Extra-curricular
This course will require you to take part in extra-curricular performances as part
of your assessment pathway.
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Performing Arts

Entry Requirements

Course Content and Assessment

Type of Qualification
Course Content and Assessment

A Level Photography

Entry Requirements
General entry requirements. Preferable to have a grade 5 in a creative subject.

Photography will be a new subject for many students. The course therefore
develops the student from beginner to advanced level. It is a mixture of
technical and practical exercises, which develop students’ knowledge of the
camera and computer as creative tools. The four main topics of study are:
Camera functions, Composition, Photographic Manipulation and Post
Production Skills. These four areas of study are introduced in year 12 through a
variety of theory introduction lessons and practical tasks in the Autumn term.
Students are then expected to apply these skills to two coursework investigation
projects, exploring themes, such as, Identity, Social Issues and Landscapes.
Students will also be expected to discuss their work in regular tutorials
throughout the course as well as writing about their own work and the work of
others. Therefore, communication skills and an ability to write confidently are an
expectation of the course. As well as two coursework projects, students will
complete a contextual studies essay and an examination project in year 13
which includes preparatory work in lessons, culminating in a 15 hour practical
exam.
How your work is assessed
Component 1: Personal investigation

96 marks

60% of A Level
Component 2: Externally set assignment

Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time

96 marks

40% of A Level

The usual progression route from studying A’ level photography is directly onto a
university degree course in photography or digital studies. To access the degree
course most institutions require grade B at A Level or above along with a
portfolio of work. There is a wide choice of BA (Hons) courses available as well
as sandwich courses which link subjects up such as photography and journalism.
Past students from The Castle Rock School have combined studying
photography with other subjects such as media studies and ICT to access
careers and courses in media production and television.
An alternative route for studying photography at college beyond A’ level is for
students to enrol in a BTEC Level 3 National Photography course, which is a predegree course. The BTEC Nationals incorporate both digital and wet
photography as well as dark room practise. Students apply through UCAS and
will require a portfolio of work for interview. On completion of the BTEC course
progression onto degree courses is possible. Students will be given support and
advice from their photography teachers for the best career path for the
individual.
Extra Curricular Opportunities
We are hoping to run a number of trips to both local, and national places of
interest to encourage students to shoot both urban and natural landscapes
allowing them to apply the technical skills they have learnt in lessons to
interesting and varied surroundings.
There will be opportunities for students to work in the Art and Design department
during Study Periods, using the Art and Design Faculty Sixth Form Studio to work
on assignments as well as opportunities to coach and work with students lower
down the school. Guest speakers and Photographers will also visit school to
deliver one off workshops to extend the students knowledge within this subject.
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Photography

Course Content and Assessment

Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment

Type of Qualification
A Level Physical Education

Entry Requirements

Course Content and Assessment
Year 1:

 Physiological Factors Affecting Performance (Applied anatomy and
physiology; exercise physiology; biomechanics including technology in
sport)

 Psychological and Socio-cultural Themes in PE (skill acquisition; sports
psychology; sport and society)

 Performance within Physical Education (practical assessment from
approved list)

 Analysis and Evaluation of Performance
Year 2:

 Physiological Factors Affecting Performance (applied anatomy and
physiology; exercise physiology; biomechanics)

 Psychological Factors Affecting Performance (skill acquisition; sports
psychology)

 Socio-cultural and Contemporary Issues (sport and society; contemporary
issues in physical activity and sport)

How your work is assessed
Work is assessed through the written examinations (worth 70%) and a practical
activity (worth 30%). Practical assessment can be either as a player or a coach,
from an approved list of activities. Students must demonstrate skills for their best
sport and analyse performance in an oral synoptic assessment for their
coursework. This involves observing and commenting on a live performance.
The exams focus on a particular area for increased specialism. Each paper has
an extended writing essay style question that is worth 10 or 20 marks that
requires students to link relevant topics together in detail. Other questions range
from 1-8 marks. Students are also assessed in quantitative skills, worth 5%. This
includes interpretation of data and graphs in all areas of the course.
Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment
The sport industry is now a massive part of the economy. This course gives
students the knowledge and opportunity to go on to be PE teachers,
physiotherapists/ occupational therapists, personal trainers, sports journalist,
commentators, sports scientists, sports coaches, sports psychologists or careers
in the forces.
Extra Curricular Opportunities
Students can choose from over 30 different clubs throughout the year from
table tennis to hockey. The PE department offer at least one activity at
lunchtimes and after school. Some of these are specific to post 16 students and
aim to improve their practical grade in A Level PE.

 Performance within Physical Education (practical assessment from
approved list)

 Analysis and Evaluation of Performance
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Physical Education

General entry requirements for level 3 study and grade 5 or higher in English
Language and Science. It is not compulsory to have studied GCSE Physical
Education, although it is desirable.

Course Content and Assessment

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport

Entry Requirements
General entry requirements for level 3 study. Not compulsory to have studied
GCSE / BTEC PE.

Course Content and Assessment
This course is being run in partnership with ex-professional footballers Muzzy Izzet
and Steve Walsh. Whilst being part of the Izzet & Walsh Apollo Academy
students will live and train like professional footballers whilst completing the BTEC
qualifications which is equivalent to 3 A-levels.

How your work is assessed

Course Content and Assessment
The weekly programme will include training sessions, gym sessions, match
analysis, classroom lessons and competitive fixtures on Wednesday afternoons.
They will also have the opportunity to play showcase fixtures against professional
academies. Students will be based at The Newbridge School where they will
receive coaching from UEFA licensed coaches and complete the BTEC
qualification.
The mandatory units covered over the 2 year course are:

 Anatomy and physiology
 Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being
 Professional Development in the Sports Industry
 Sports Leadership
 Practical Sports Performance
 Coaching for Performance
 Research Methods in Sport

 Development and Provision of Sport and Physical Activity
 Investigating Business in Sport and the Active Leisure Industry
 Skill Acquisition in Sport
In addition there will also be 4 optional units.

For the BTEC qualification there are three areas of assessment:



Assignments (internally assessed) - These are practical based assignments
that can be assessed in a variety of ways such as presentations, group
work or work experience



Tasks (externally assessed) - They are completed in controlled conditions
and some tasks have pre-released information. Students apply learning to
common workplace or HE scenarios.



Written exams (externally assessed) - Students will draw on essential
information to create written answers to practical questions in exam
conditions.

Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment
This qualification is a two-year, full-time course that meets entry requirements in
its own right for learners who want to progress to higher education courses in
sport before entering employment. It could also lead directly to employment or
an apprenticeship.
Some potential careers might include PE teachers, physiotherapists/
occupational therapists, personal trainers, sports journalist, commentators, sports
scientists, sports coaches, sports psychologists or careers in the forces.
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Izzet & Walsh Apollo Football Academy

Type of Qualification

Type of Qualification
A Level Physics

Course Content and Assessment
Entry Requirements

General entry requirements for level 3 study, and the following:
grade 6-6 in GCSE Combined Science (or grade 6 in GCSE Physics); grade 6 in
GCSE Maths; and grade 5 in GCSE English Language/Literature.

Course Content and Assessment
Year 1
Module 1 – Development of practical skills in physics; students must
complete a minimum of 12 practical activities to demonstrate practical
Competence
Module 2 – Foundations of Physics; includes topics on physical quantities
and units, scalars and vectors and measurements
Module 3 – Forces and motion; covers topics on motion, forces and energy.
Module 4 – Electrons, waves and photons; Includes topics on electrical circuits,
waves and quantum physics.
Year 2

The A Level course is assessed by 3 external exams at the end of year 2. These
will cover the content from both year 1 and year 2. There is also a non-exam
assessment. This consists of demonstrating practical competence in 12 activities
that will be undertaken throughout the course. Students will receive a pass or fail
for this component of the course.
Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University),
Apprenticeship or Employment
Most students who are successful at A Level Physics, go on to higher education.
Physics is a useful A level for studying physics, maths and engineering based
degrees. Due to the problem solving and analytical skills developed during the
course, physics also supports architecture, law and medical degrees.
Extra Curricular Opportunities
We have links with the National Space Centre and Leicester and Loughborough
universities. We also enter a team for the Engineering Education Scheme and
these students typically study physics at A Level. There is also the opportunity
to visit CERN to learn in more detail about particle physics.
It is strongly recommended that students taking A level Physics also study
A level Maths.

Module 5 – Newtonian world and astrophysics; with topics on thermal physics,
circular motion, oscillations, stars and Cosmology
Module 6 – Particles and medical physics; covering electric and magnetic fields,
fundamental particles, radioactivity and medical imaging.
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Physics

It is recommended to study A-Level Physics and A-Level Mathematics together.

How your work is assessed

Type of Qualification
A Level Product Design

Course Content and Assessment
How your work is assessed
Year 1

General entry requirements . Minimum of grade 5 in mathematics.

Course Content and Assessment
Everything we use, lots of things we see, touch, smell, even taste, have been
created and designed. Product design is a fantastic opportunity to study,
propose and realise design ideas that are linked to the real world.
Understanding human requirements and being able to develop ideas and
models for the future is what product design is all about. The aim of the course is
to build on students’ technical understanding of product materials and their
ability to be creative and develop their 2D, CAD/ CAM and 3 dimensional
practical skills. Students will investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental
and economic influences on design and technology. Students are given the
opportunity to study the world of design, the different materials used and many
of the different production techniques and to put their learning into practice by
producing prototypes of their choice. They are encouraged to be innovative
and think ‘outside the box’ for their designing. Students therefore experience
the many problems associated with different design and make processes, and
will learn many new skills and techniques needed for any higher level design
qualifications. This subject is useful for those planning a future in design or
technology.

 Technical principles of product design.
 Mock exam at end of year.
Year 2

 Paper 1– Technical principles written exam = 30% (120marks)
 Paper 2– Designing and making principles written exam = 20% (80marks)
 Non-exam assessment (NEA) Design and make project = 50% (100 marks)
of A Level coursework April.
Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University),
Apprenticeship or Employment
Having studied A level Product Design students will have learnt to be analytical
about products produced for the mass market, their function and design
practicalities. As well as gaining the practical experiences of designing &
making products for chosen briefs.
There are two possible routes having completed A level Product Design:



University courses in product design, engineering or related subjects such
as architecture, or studying a pre-degree foundation qualification in art &
design. Universities offer a wide range of design courses, from footwear
design right through to automotive design and engineering.



Students may apply for apprenticeships and there are a wealth of
university/business apprenticeship schemes. Students are well supported
in looking at and researching the many different courses and careers
available in the design & engineering markets from local, national and
international prospectuses.
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Product Design

Entry Requirements

Type of Qualification

Course Content and Assessment

A Level Psychology (Eduqas Specification)

General entry requirements for level 3 study, and grade 5 in both GCSE Maths and GCSE
English Language/Literature.

Course Content and Assessment
Unit 1: Psychology Past to Present
We will look at the five psychological approaches including behaviourism,
biological, psychodynamic, cognitive and positivism. We then explore classic
pieces of research evidence and contemporary psychological debates such as “discuss
the view in today’s society that the primary care giver does not always need to be the
mother of the infant.”
Unit 2: Investigating behaviour
This unit focuses on research methods. You will explore how to conduct psychological
investigations and carry out at least two pieces of your own research..
Examples are: Exercise and well being; the chameleon effect; a questionnaire on
relationships. The topics are set but the interpretation can be wide reaching.

Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University),
Apprenticeship or Employment
There are a range of courses available at university. Courses are very popular and can
lead to a wide range of jobs. There are many different paths students follow including
forensics, health, education, retail and marketing, social care and sport. Psychology is a
useful subject to study if you are interested in doing any jobs which involve working with
people.
Extra Curricular Opportunities
Students have the opportunity to take part and organise a wide range of research
projects and experiments. These are sometimes organised in conjunction with local
universities.
Revision sessions take place regularly, particularly in preparation for exams.

Unit 3: Implications in the real world
Here we look at applications including Criminal Psychology, Addiction and Stress. We also
explore controversies such as ”Should animals be used in research in Psychology?”
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Psychology

Entry Requirements

How your work is assessed
Psychology is a linear course which means students will sit their A Level examinations at
the end of year 2.
Students are expected to conduct research in year 1 and 2. Although this does not
contribute towards their final grade it does directly prepare them for the “investigating
behaviour” examination.

Type of Qualification
A Level Sociology

Entry Requirements
General entry requirements for level 3 study and a minimum of grade 5 in GCSE
English Language/Literature.

In year 1 we look at how we become the people we are; what happens within
our families, and how the education system shapes our attitudes and
behaviours. We look also look at research methods and the practical, ethical
ad theoretical issues associated with carrying research in educational contexts.
In year 2, we seek to explain the social causes of crime from different theoretical
perspectives, including Marxism, Functionalism and Postmodernism. We also
examine the validity of official statistics; do they present us with the true picture
of crime or do they simply tell us more about how the police and courts do their
job? The role of the media is examined in contemporary society including how
they select and present the content of the news. Media representations of age,
social class, ethnicity, gender, sexuality and disability will also be considered.

How your work is assessed
Three exams at the end of Year 13 for the A level qualification.
Progression to further education, higher education, apprenticeship and
employment
Sociology is highly regarded by most universities, partly because of the range
of skills it develops. Sociology requires enquiry skills, an ability to form a
reasoned debate and the ability to ‘read’ and understand a wide range of
data. It develops literacy skills and critical thinking skills through looking at
competing theoretical perspectives. It is also highly valued by employers
because it develops an understanding of the way people think and behave,
which is useful in virtually every job/training role there is.
Extra curricular opportunities
Students will take part in a range of different kinds of research activity, both in
and out of school. There will also be the opportunity to attend Universities for
taster lectures on Criminology.

Sociology is a subject that requires students to think critically of the social world
helping them to develop analytical and evaluative skills through discussion and
debate. To support their arguments with examples students are required to pay
close attention to current affairs.
Sociology will open your eyes to the world around you, and help you to see it in
a different light.
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Sociology

Course Content and Assessment

Course Content and Assessment

Type of Qualification
Course Content and Assessment

A Level Textiles

Entry Requirements
General entry requirements.
Preferable to have a grade 5 in a creative subject.

Course Content and Assessment

How your work is assessed:
Component 1: Personal investigation




96 marks
60% of A Level

Studying A Level Textiles can be a stepping stone into a broad range of
Creative Art and Design related degrees, particularly those with a Textiles focus.
Beyond A level there are two possible routes you could take; Art & Design
Foundation Studies or direct entry to a degree of your choice.
What is a Foundation Course?
This is a one year pre degree course to prepare students who are intending to
apply to study a specialism of Art & Design at university. Generally the Art &
Design Foundation course is studied at the local university in your area. This is a
good way of exploring a variety of Art specialisms, helping students to make an
informed decision of which Art specialism to apply for at degree level.
Which Degree Course?
There are a number of suitable Art/Design degree courses that students can
study after A Level Textiles, such as, Textile, fashion, Graphic Design, TV film &
Theatre Design. Applications are through UCAS.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities
The Art & Design faculty runs an extensive range of extracurricular activities,
from after school support sessions to one off workshops designed to support
learning and to enable students to achieve their potential.
In addition to this, students can also take part in excursions to see exhibitions,
visit museums and explore both urban and natural landscapes to inform their
creative work.
We also offer opportunities for Textiles students to work in their free study time in
the Art and Design Faculty sixth form studio, where they can continue with their
Textiles Art practice. Students can also use their artistic knowledge to help
coach younger Artists in school.

Component 2: Externally set assignment





Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time
96 marks
40% of A Level
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Textiles

The aim of the course is to build on students’ practical skills using a broad range
of themes, media, textiles materials and techniques to do so. Students will
explore their own creative ideas via a range of stimulus, including the work of
other textile artists’, social issues, the world around them and much more.
Alongside practical investigations, students will also be expected to reflect on
their Textiles practice, writing about their work and the work of others, refining
their analytical and critical thinking skills and discussing their work in regular
tutorials. Practically, students will learn an appreciation of different approaches
to creating Textile work, working on both garment construction and surface
manipulation, exploring a range of Textile techniques.
Students are encouraged to work independently and originally to develop their
own interests and ‘style’ through their Textiles work..

Progression to Further Education, Higher Education (University), Apprenticeship
or Employment

This map shows just a selection of the wide-range of universities
and courses, where our students continued their education,
after leaving The Apollo Sixth Form, last year.
You can also watch several online alumni videos from
our previous students, by visiting:

www.castlerocksch.uk/apollosixthform
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www.castlerocksch.uk/apollosixthform

@Apollo6thForm
01530 834 368 | Meadow Lane, Coalville, LE67 4BR

